
Impacts of COVID-19 on sex 
workers’ financial security & 
access to community services

1 in 2 sex workers 
reported negative 

changes to food security

During the first year of the COVID-19 pandemic, >200 Vancouver-
based sex workers answered survey questions about potential 
changes faced in working conditions, income, food security, and 
access to services during the pandemic, as part of the AESHA study.

What did we find?

Impacts on financial security 1

1 in 2 sex workers were not 
able to access government 

income supports
(e.g., CERB)

Indigenous sex workers 
were 45% less likely to 

access income supports

72% reported reduced 
income from in-person 

 sex work

AESHA (An Evaluation of Sex Workers’ Health Access) is a long-standing, community-based research project housed at the Centre for Gender & Sexual 
Health Equity at UBC in Vancouver, BC. AESHA includes > 900 sex workers across outdoor and indoor venues, with Indigenous, racialized and im/migrant 
sex workers overrepresented among participants. The current findings are based on research with ~ 200 AESHA participants who completed COVID-19 
questionnaires between April 2020 and April 2021.

Interruptions in service access 2

reported interruptions 
in access to sex work 

community services due 
to pandemic restrictions 
(e.g., closures or reduced hours)

reported changes in working 
conditions, such as increased 
client coercion or heightened 

workplace violence

increased odds of changes 
in working conditions due 

to interrupted access to 
community services

19% 7% 4x



Calls to action
To promote sex workers’ health, safety and dignity during a global 
pandemic and beyond, this research suggests the need for: 

• Full decriminalization of sex work to improve access to income 
supports & labour protections

• Sustainable funding for sex worker-led organizations & services 

• A basic income for all to promote better working conditions
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Who did we ask?

serviced clients indoors

serviced clients outdoors29%

71%

*Asian, Southeast Asian, or Black

*

Indigenous

white

women of colour

40%

7%

53%
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